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BUT WAAT I§ WHAT WE THINK
PeoPLE THINK T<NT THE CASE?
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you SPENT AGES ON THAT!
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IN DIGITAL SocTAL PHENOMENA, PRACTICES &
\ COMMUNITIES IN ARCHAEOLOGY. T UAVE LoNG ARGUED
THAT AUDIENCE RESEARCH IS ABsoLyTELY

\ KEY To UNDERSTAND PREVAZILING PUBLIC =
j ATTZTUOES TO BOTH THE PROCESS OF o\
—
ARCRAEOLOGICAL WORW 3 HERITAGE —N
PROTECTIONS, AS WELL AS THE HERTITAGE —_—
CITES THEMSELVES, —_—

|



CONTEMPORARY SOCTIAL MEDLA, of WRATEVER TYPE, IS A
“FIELD SITE FOR THE EXAMINATION OF HERTITAUL- FOCUSED SOCIAL & ECONOMIC
POWER STRUCTURES, OF POLTTICAL EXPEDIENLCY, & THE SOURCE OF SYMBOLIC RESOURCES FoR
NATIONH00D & IDENTzTY" (RTCHARDSON 2019). T WANT TO UNDERSTAND WHAT PROFESSIONAL
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EXPERTISE MEANS 70 PEOPLE OUTSIDE THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL SECTOR,
ESPECTALLY TO PEOPLE WHO RARELY ENCOUNTER THE FORMALITIES OF ACADEMIC ARCHAEOLOGY, TT’s
RELATIVELY STRAIGHTLORWARD FOR A PROFESSTONAL ARCRAEOLOGIST T0 ONDERSTAND THE (ATEST
INTERPRETATIONS OF STONEHENGE (OR ELSEWHERE) BY OTHER ACADEMICS, BUT THERE HAVE seeN
RELATIVELY FEW ATTEMPTS To UNDERSTAND WHAT THE PROCESS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL WORK., THE FINDS & THE MANY
NALRATIVES PRESENTED IN-THE MEDIA MIGHT MEAN, TF ANYTHING, TO MOST EVERYDAY REGULAR PEOPLE.
THIS HAS ALUAYS SEEMED To ME T2 BE A RUGE OVERSIGH T FOR ARCHAEOLOGISTS,
UNDERSTANDING WHAT THE PYBLIC UNDERSTAND ABOUT ARCHAEOLOGY MEANS WE CAN
SUPPORT MORE RESPONSIVE PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT, TMPROVE ACCLESS & STORY TELLING , &
HAVE A BETTER VIEW OF THE ROLE THAT ARCHAEOLOGY PLAYS IN FORMING OUR
NATIONAL & INDIVIOVAL IDENTITIES,

PSEUD 0 - SCIENTISIC €XPLANATIONS OFTEN LEGITIMIZE
EXISTING WORLOVIEWS & PANDER To A PENCHANT FOR MYSTERY, WHEREAS
THE PROFESSIONAL ARCHAEOLOGIST'S EXPLANATIONS OF LENGTHY soc::Al— CULTURAL &
RESOVALE - BASED ENGAGEMENTS ARE MEss::u/ HOMAN & COMPLEX, lu:.s Is :m-reaesuna WHEN
WE CONSIDER WRAT '3'653 CARD DESCRIBES A$ THE “PROFESSTONAL ARCHAEOLOGISTS' TACTIC OF IGNORING
THE ESOTERIC UNDEPINNINGS OF POPULAR UNDERSTANDINGS OF Ancuae\oc.ow*As “BASEO on A TATALLY FLAWED
ASSUMPTION: THAT PEOPLE RESPECT THE AUTHORETY OF ARcHAEOLOGIsTS (CARD 2019, 9) TugRe Ts A SENSE TN Tue
soczAL MeDIA DATA THAT STONEUENGE REFLECTS A DEEP NEED FOR ENTERTATNMENT & MYSTERY, FOR A DESTRE
For. RE-ENCHANTMENT & MILD REBELLION AGAINST THE AUTHORITY OF WESTERN SCIENTIFIC DISCOURSE, INIS
IS CONSTRAINED BY AN EQUAL FoRrcE OF A REQUIREMENT FOR COMMON SENSE THAT SITS OUTSIOE PUBLIC
PERCEPTIONS OF BUMBLING, WASTE FuL ACADEMICS IN THETR IVORY TOWERS. LS THIS A SympTom OF
DISENCUANTMENT WITH Pkevnn—:ula WESTERN SCIENCE, RATHER THAN A GENERAL BELIEF IN
MYSTERTOUS FORCE s?’ﬁe HISTORIAN OF RELIGION M.mcEA ELzAaDE sAw THIS AS A -rvps OF NOSTALGTA
FOR A SACRED PERIOO OF HUMAN H:I.S‘ro THAT EXISTED BEFORE WHAT HE CALLED THE “DEAD TIME -
THE TIME THAT CRUSHES & KTLLS gL:l:AOE 1963, |92_) DOES THIS YEARNING FOR
THE UNKNOWABLE REFLECT THE Pkessukes OF THE MODERN WORLD ofF
MAINSTREAM UWESTERN CULTURE &, DARE I SAY IT,
LATE CAPTTALTISMY?

“THESE CONCEPTS I’VE OUTLINED IN THIS SHORT

Comzc ARE IMPORTANT TO0 UNDERSTAND THE CONTEMPORARY RELEVANCE
OF ANY ARCHAEOLOGICAL PROTECTIONS, SITES, DISCOVERZIES, EVEN THE VALVE OF AN
ARCHAEOLOGICAL EDUCATION FOR THE WIDER Pum.:c We sHouLo kNOW WHAT ARCHAEOLOGY &
ARCHAEOLOGISTS MIGHT REPRESENTS To THE AVERAGE PERSON OUTSTOE QUR OWN ECHO CHAMBERS,
HERE TS GREAT POTENTIAL IN THESE DATA, & THE FIELD SITE OF SOCIAL MEDIA IN GENERAL, & THERE
TS SPACE FoR Us TO EXPLORE HOW T0 BETTER RESPOND TO WHAT PEOPLE NEED FROM THE PAST
TTSELF - I¢ INOEED THERE Is ANYTHING NEEDED AT ALL.

THANKS T0 THE UEA Faculty os ArTs

& HUMANITIES INNOVATION & ENGAGEMENT
FUND SOR FUNDING THIS WORK ,‘%
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